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Vital Stats 
Election 2009: A closer look at the results 

The Election Commission has published detailed data on votes polled by all candidates in the 
2009 Lok Sabha elections.  We discuss some interesting facts that emerge from this data.  

70% of the winners got at least 40% of the vote share 
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 3 candidates won with over 70% of the vote share – 
Sushma Swaraj, followed by Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi. 

 256 candidates polled between 40-50% of votes in their 
constituencies. 

 29 candidates won with less than 30% of the total vote 
share. 

But most of them won with slim margins  

197

147

92

47
24 15 10 11

0

50

100

150

200

250

0-5% 5-10% 10-15% 15-20% 20-25% 25-30% 30-35% >35%

No. of seats by victory margin

 

 Most of the winners emerged after closely fought 
electoral battles - 344 candidates won with a margin of 
less than 10% 

 Of the 543 winners, 77 won with less than 2% victory 
margin. 

 4 candidates won with more than 50% victory margin – 
Sushma Swaraj, Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi and 
Deepender Hooda.  

 

The candidate coming third made a difference in 60% of the seats 
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 In the case of 326 seats, vote share of the candidate who 
came in third was greater than the difference between 
the votes polled by the winner and the candidate in 
second place. 

 In 62% of the seats won by the Congress, the vote share 
of the third candidate was higher than the margin of 
victory. For the BJP, the figure stood at 55%. 
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The Congress had a wider footprint than the BJP 

206

116

221

144
110

289

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

INC BJP Others

Winner Runner-up
 

 The Congress won 206 seats, it came second in 144. 
While the BJP got the second highest number of votes 
in 116 seats, it was second in 110 seats.  

 This indicates that the Congress had a significant 
position in 350 seats, compared to 226 seats for the 
BJP.  These numbers do not show the true picture to 
the extent of seats shared with pre-poll allies. 

 
Notes: 
1. The analysis is based on the detailed results obtained from the Election Commission website.  
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